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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Senator Edward M. Kennedy and Congressmen John W. Olver (D-1st District) and Richard Neal (D-2nd District) announced that the Congress has approved $750,000 in fiscal year (FY) 2006 funding for the Pioneer Valley Life Sciences Initiative at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and the Baystate Medical Center in Springfield.

  The funding is included in the FY '06 Energy and Water appropriations conference report approved by the House today. The Senate is expected to approve the conference report shortly.  After the Senate approves the conference report, it would then go to presidentís desk for his signature to effect the lawís enactment.  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked with Kennedy and Neal to secure the funding.

   "This is the century of the life sciences, and the Pioneer Valley Life Science Initiative is putting the region in a strong position to compete for the jobs of the future and to provide leadership in some of the most cutting-edge medical research fields,î Senator Kennedy said.  ìPVLSI is a world-class partnership between UMASS and Baystate Medical Center, and weíre thrilled our colleagues have approved this important funding request.î

  "This announcement is good news for Baystate Medical Center and the University of Massachusetts. The Pioneer Valley Life Sciences Initiative is an exciting project that will expand the capacity of the western Massachusetts region to conduct research into chemical and biological sciences as they releate to life. This cutting edge collaboration has enormous potential for our local economy," said Congressman Richard E. Neal.

 "The biomedical academic research field is immensely competitive, but the frontiers in biomedicine are also expanding rapidly," Congressman Olver said.  ìNew, state-of-the-art laboratories and more instructional space will give UMass a chance to distinguish itself and find answers to some of the toughest biological and chemical puzzles out there.î  ìThis additional federal funding will help the University progress toward a groundbreaking on the Integrated Sciences Building that could happen as soon as next year,î Olver added.

   UMass Chancellor John V. Lombardi said, "We're very grateful to Senator Kennedy and Congressmen Olver and Neal for their efforts in obtaining federal support for our campus in general, and our Integrated Science Building in particular.  When completed, this new facility will greatly enhance science education for our students and also enlarge our capacity for faculty research.î

   The Pioneer Valley Life Sciences Initiative is a partnership between UMass, Baystate Medical Center and the City of Springfield. The goal of the Life Sciences Initiative is to expand the regionís capacity to conduct research in chemical and biological sciences to attract additional investment in molecular biology, medical instrumentation and biomedical engineering.

  A portion of the project is to construct a new Integrated Science Building on the UMass campus in Amherst to house interdisciplinary research and teaching activities.

    The University plans to begin construction in 2006 on the ISB. This facility will complement the joint research activities taking place at the Pioneer Valley Life Sciences Institute. The ISB will contain 140,000 gross square feet, with 25 percent of its space dedicated to research laboratories for 10 researchers. The remaining space will be dedicated to classrooms and teaching laboratories, and instructional space. The ISB, when completed in 2008, will house both state-of-the-art research laboratories and instructional space dedicated principally to undergraduate education in the biological and chemical sciences.

    In FY '05, the Pioneer Valley Life Sciences Initiative received $700,000 in federal funding.

 ###

 For more information, contact Jim Cahill, Director of Facilities and Campus Planning at UMass, at 413-545-1383  
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